
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
WATER RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (WRAC) 

Wednesday January 5, 2022 
 
Via Teleconference: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/392816021 
Call-in information: 1 (408) 650-3123, Access Code: 392-816-021 

WRAC Agenda 

1. 
 

Determination of a Quorum and Introductions 1:30pm 

2. Consider Adopting Resolution Regarding Virtual Meetings (AB 361) 1:35pm 

3. Approval of October 6, 2021 Meeting Minutes 1:40pm 

4. Receive Staff update regarding State Water Project Water Management 
Tools and associated WRAC Subcommittee, and Consider Actions

1:45pm 

5. Receive Presentation from Staff regarding the Master Water Report Update 2:00pm 

6. Ongoing Updates: 
a. Rain & Reservoir Report 
b. California Drought Monitor Summary 
c. Groundwater Basin Management Efforts 
d. Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) 
e. Stormwater Resource Plan (SWRP) 
f. Various County Water Programs, Policies, and Ordinances 
g. Open Reporting on Water Conservation Opportunities & Information 

2:20pm 

7. Future Agenda Items 2:30pm 

8. Public Comment for Items not on the Agenda 2:35pm 

This agenda packet and attachments are available online at www.slocounty.ca.gov/wrac

Next Regular Meeting: February 2, 2022, 1:30 pm 
    Location TBD 
 
Please contact WRAC Secretary, Brendan Clark, with any questions. bclark@co.slo.ca.us

Purpose of the Committee: 
To advise the County Board of Supervisors concerning all policy decisions relating to the water resources of the San Luis 
Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District. To recommend to the Board of Supervisors specific water 
resource and water conservation programs with recognition of the economic and environmental values of the programs.  
To recommend methods of financing water resource programs.  

                                       Excerpts from WRAC By-Laws dated September 1, 2020 













Via Teleconference Wednesday October 6th, 2021
1:30PM

MINUTES (Draft)

Chairperson: Andy Pease
Vice Chairperson: Ray Dienzo
Secretary: Brendan Clark

The following action minutes are listed as they were acted upon by the Water Resources 
Advisory Committee (WRAC) and as listed on the Regular Meeting agenda for October 6th, 2021
together with staff reports and related documents attached thereto and incorporated therein 
by reference.

The audio recording of the meeting and materials submitted to the WRAC are available online:
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Committees-Programs/Water-
Resources-Advisory-Committee-(WRAC).aspx

Call to order at 1:30 PM

1) Determination of a Quorum and Introductions

A quorum of 17 is established.

2) Consider Adopting Resolution Regarding Virtual Meetings (AB 361)

B. Clark introduces the item and provides a summary of Assembly Bill 361 (AB 361), which 
allows legislative bodies subject to the Brown Act to continue meeting by teleconference,
provided they make certain findings, including that meeting in person would present 
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

Staff recommends that the Committee adopt the resolution attached to the agenda packet, 
invoking the provisions of AB 361 and authorizing the WRAC to continue meeting by 
teleconference for a period of thirty days

C. Mulholland moves to adopt the resolution and S. Sinton seconds the motion. Motion 
carries (17-0-0).

3) Approval of September 1, 2021 Meeting Minutes

A. Pease introduces the item and asks for questions or comments from the Committee.

C. Mulholland and D. Chipping comment on the format of the meeting minutes and ask that 
both questions and responses be included in future meeting minutes. A. Pease responds.



C. Mulholland moves to approve the September 1st, 2021 meeting minutes and S. Sinton
seconds the motion. Motion carries (17-0-0).

4) Drought & Agriculture in San Luis Obispo County, Panel Discussion: Jerry Rutiz, Rutiz 
Farms; Seth Scribner, President, SLO County Cattlemen; Bob Schiebelhut, Edna Valley 
Vintner and Grower; Steve Carter, Member, SLO County Farm Bureau

A. Pease introduces the item and B. Clark facilitates the panel discussion about the effects 
of drought on production agriculture, vineyards, and ranching.

A recording of the panel discussion is available at https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/wrac.

The following topics were discussed:
Roles in agriculture and history with water.
The 2013-2017 drought and how it affected each business and sector of agriculture 
at large.
Drought monitoring and concerns, how industries and operations adjust to drought, 
and the types of drought contingency plans that are in place for each sector.
Water conservation practices being used or planned for.
Reliance on water and forecast information.
How the public can participate and learn more about agriculture in SLO County.

A. Pease asks for questions or comments from the Committee.

D. Chipping comments on the water demand for different types of crops and asks S. Carter 
about future versatility and obligations related to crop type. S. Carter responds.

A. Pease comments on regenerative agriculture practices and asks the panel about the use 
and local benefits of these practices. B. Schiebelhut, S. Carter, and Jerry Rutiz respond.

L. Chipping asks if panelist contact information can be shared with WRAC Members.            
B. Clark responds.

5) Receive Update from Staff regarding San Simeon Community Services District 
Proposition 1 IRWM Grant and Consider Actions

A. Pease introduces the item and B. Clark provides an update on the status of San Simeon 
CSD’s Proposition 1, Round 1 IRWM Implementation Grant project. The following topics
were presented:

Project background, timeline, awarded grant amount, inquiries from the 
Department of Water Resources, and assigned placeholder project status.



Project application, agreement, and program constraints.
Staff recommendation for the Committee to advise the Board to seek removal of 
San Simeon CDS’s project from the proposition 1, Round 1 IRWM Implementation 
Grant Agreement.

A. Pease asks for questions or comments from the Committee.

C. Grace comments on the status of San Simeon CSD securing an easement with the Hearst 
Corporation and the additional funding needed to meet the requirements of the Grant 
Agreement deadline.

E. Greening asks if the project addresses current needs as opposed to projected future 
needs and if the project will move forward if grant funds are not available. G. Kellas
responds.

D. Chipping asks about the status of the land easement and level of engagement from the 
Hearst Corporation. G Kellas and S. Sinton respond.

H. Krzciuk comments on the efforts and recommendation of County staff related to the 
investigation the San Simeon CSD’s grant project, the importance and integrity of grant 
projects, and the status of the Hearst Corporation land easement and permitting process.

E. Greening asks if there are other projects that could use the grants funds if the project 
was removed, if there are other funding options available for moving San Simeon’s CSD’s 
project going forward, and if this decision will impact future grant opportunities for the 
District. B. Clark responds. 

S. Gibson moves to support staff’s recommendation to advise the Board of Supervisors to 
seek removal of San Simeon CSD’s project from the Proposition 1, Round 1 IRWM 
Implementation Grant Agreement and C. Mulholland seconds the motion. Motion carries 
(14-1-1-1).

6) Consider Endorsing Application by Tom Burhenn for Alternate Member,
Environmental At-Large

(A. Pease exits the meeting) 

R. Dienzo introduces the item and T. Burhenn introduces himself to the Committee. 

R. Dienzo ask for questions or comments from the Committee.

C. Mulholland asks about the applicant’s qualifications for serving as an Environmental At-
large Alternate for the WRAC. T. Burhenn responds.



E. Greening asks how the applicant interprets the Samuel Lawrence Foundation lawsuit
regarding storage of nuclear waste at the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station and what 
considerations were given to environmental impacts while working at Cal Edison. T.
Burhenn responds.

D. Chipping comments on the role of the Environmental At-large position and asks the 
applicant for perspective on environmental issues related to economics/industry versus 
nature. T. Burhenn responds.

E. Greening speaks to the role the Environmental At-large position and asks what the 
applicant considers to be most important to the position. T. Burhenn responds. 

S. Gibson moves to endorse Tom Burhenn’s application for the vacant Environmental At-
large Alternate Member position and D. Chipping seconds the motion. 
Motion carries (14-0-0, 3 absent).

7) Ongoing Updates:

a) Rain & Reservoir Report
No comment

b) California Drought Monitor Summary
No comment

c) Groundwater Basin Management Efforts
B. Clark comments on the October 6, 2021 Groundwater Sustainability Commission
meeting to consider recommending that the SLO Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan
be adopted by the SLO Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agencies.

C. Mulholland comments on concerns related to the SLO Basin Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan. 

d) Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM)
B. Clark comments on draft guidelines released by DWR for a drought related funding 
program specific to projects for small and large water systems. 

e) Stormwater Resource Plan (SWRP)
No comment

f) Various County Water Programs, Policies, and Ordinances 
No comment



g) Open Reporting on Water Conservation Opportunities & Information
No Comment

8) Future Agenda Items

B. Clark comments on the WRAC survey for future agenda topics, adding that the November 
3rd WRAC meeting will likely be canceled.

E. Eby and E. Greening comment on agendizing future panel discussions to include different 
industry sectors. B. Clark responds.

9) Public Comment for Items not on the Agenda

No comment









TO:  Water Resources Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:  Courtney Howard, Water Resources Division Manager 
 
DATE:  January 5, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 4: Receive Staff update regarding State Water Project Water 

Management Tools and associated WRAC Subcommittee, and Consider 
Actions 

 
Recommendations 

Receive Staff update regarding State Water Project Water Management Tools and associated 
WRAC Subcommittee, and Consider Actions 
 
Discussion 

To evaluate and plan for the opportunities provided by the Water Management Tools 
Amendment, the Central Coast Water Authority (CCWA) and the District are working with a 
consultant with expertise in SWP issues.  A stakeholder draft of the Water Management Tools 
(WMT) Study is available for public comment here. 

On November 4, 2020, the WRAC formed an ad-hoc subcommittee to participate in the WMT 
Study process.  The purpose of the ad hoc subcommittee is “to participate in more detail in the 
[study] process by attending public meetings, reporting back to the WRAC and helping to develop 
WRAC recommendations to the Board of Supervisors.”   
 
The number of WRAC members on the ad hoc subcommittee has dropped from 5 to 2 due to 
WRAC membership turnover.  Therefore, the WRAC may want to add more members to the ad 
hoc subcommittee. Current ad hoc subcommittee members include:  

 Chair – Hilary Graves, EPC Water District 
 Shirley Gibson, Oceano CSD 

The next online stakeholder meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2022, from 10:30 – 12:30. 





TO:  Water Resources Advisory Committee 
 
FROM:  Brendan Clark, Supervising Water Resources Engineer 
 
DATE:  January 5, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 5: Receive Presentation from Staff regarding the Master Water 

Report Update 
 
Discussion 

 
The Public Works Department, in coordination with the Planning Department, is developing a 
tool to improve the District’s and County’s approach to the collection, storage, analysis and 
reporting of data and information needed for water-related planning efforts. This tool will 
facilitate a comprehensive update to the Master Water Report (MWR), which includes 
integrating a recently completed Regional Water Infrastructure Resiliency Plan.  This project 
would develop the data and information management and reporting tools needed to facilitate 
this and future updates to the MWR as well as other analysis needs, such as the capacity of a 
particular area to accommodate housing and accessory dwelling units. 
 
This Master Water Report and Information Management System Development Project (Project) 
has the following goals: 

 Create a system, with web and GIS based elements, to automate tracking and reporting 
of information and data needed to analyze current and future water supply and 
demand, and report conditions and activities, to be hosted and managed by the District 

 Track water supply, conservation, recycled water and other water-related projects and 
programs throughout District 

 Provide most up-to-date data and analysis of current and future water supply and 
demand balances to inform decision-makers and the public 

 Generate bi-annual countywide water resources reports 
 Generate incidental water snapshot reports for specific agency or areas in SLO County 

as needed. 
 Data and reports to be scalable via multiple scales, i.e. Countywide, Water Planning 

Areas (6), Watersheds (up to 25), etc.  
 Convert the Master Water Report to a “living document” 

 
The current Master Water Report was completed in 2012 and can be found here: 
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Forms-Documents/Water-
Resources/Master-Water-Report.aspx 

Attachments  

1. Scope of Work from RFP  



Appendix A 
Preliminary Scope of Services 

Background 

The District’s role is to provide periodic updates regarding water supply conditions throughout 
the County.  This includes a land-use based analysis of current and future projected demand for 
water, an analysis of the supplies available to meet demands, identification of deficiencies and 
identification of strategies to address the deficiencies. The results are shared via the production 
of a Countywide Master Water Report (MWR), which is organized by Water Planning Area 
(WPA)1.  This information is then integrated into our region’s Integrated Regional Water 
Management (IRWM) Plan.  The County uses the information from the MWR and IRWM Plan to 
make land use decisions via its Resource Management System, Community Plans and other 
processes.

The data and information that the District needs to fulfill its role (e.g. land use data, demand 
data, production data, water duty factors, etc.) is currently sourced from a variety of locations 
and systems, and stored in a variety of locations and systems.  The same data and information 
is used by a variety of entities in the County to conduct specific analysis and/or develop specific 
reports (e.g. EIRs, Urban Water Management Plans, Resource Capacity Studies, Sphere of 
Influence reviews, Regional Housing Needs Allocation Plans, Groundwater Management 
Reports, etc.).  Data and information generated by these efforts would also benefit the District 
and County when it is needed for planning updates and to facilitate consistency when 
appropriate. 
 
County staff2 from the Public Works and Planning Departments pursued grant funding to help 
offset the cost of developing a tool to improve the District’s and County’s approach to the 
collection, storage, analysis and reporting of data and information needed for water-related 
planning efforts. Staff from the Public Works Department is leading this project because a 
comprehensive update to the Master Water Report is also needed that will also integrate a 
recently completed Regional Water Infrastructure Resiliency Plan.  This project would develop 
the data and information management and reporting tools needed to facilitate this and future 
updates to the MWR as well as other analysis needs, such as the capacity of a particular area to 
accommodate housing and accessory dwelling units.  

 
1 Note that new Water Planning Areas have been established that are slightly different than the 
groupings in the 2012 MWR (see Exhibit A). 
2 County staff, primarily employed in the County Public Works Department, is ex-officio staff to the 
District, and the County Board of Supervisors is the ex-officio Board of the District. 
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Project Goals 

This Master Water Report and Information System Development Project has the following 
goals, which are anticipated to evolve as the project proceeds in accordance with findings at 
each milestone: 

 Create a web-based and/or GIS-based system to automate tracking and reporting of 
information and data needed to analyze current and future water supply and demand, 
to be hosted and managed by the District 

 Track water supply, conservation, recycled water and other water-related projects and 
programs throughout District 

 Provide most up-to-date data and analysis of current and future water supply and 
demand balances to inform decision-makers and the public 

 Generate bi-annual countywide water resources reports 
 Generate incidental water snapshot reports for specific agency or areas in SLO County 

as needed 
 Data and reports to be scalable via multiple scales, i.e. Countywide, Water Planning 

Areas (6), Watersheds (up to 25), etc.  
 Automation of Regional Water Infrastructure Resiliency Plan analysis 
 Provides water supply data for basis of project-specific EIR’s and updates to community 

plans, specific plans, and other Planning and Building Department documents/plans 
 

Preliminary Scope of Work 

The following reflects the District’s initial understanding of the tasks needed to accomplish the 
project goals.  Exhibit B includes lists of information that may be useful for developing the 
proposal. Each task may result in a refinement of the next tasks, therefore it is anticipated that 
the qualified consultant and the District will refine the approach as needed during contract 
negotiations, and that notices to proceed will be issued prior to each task.  The project must be 
responsive to the commitments and deadlines in the County’s Regional Early Action Planning 
(REAP) Suballocation Grant Application (Exhibit C). 
 
Task 1 – Project Management 
 
This task involves coordination with District staff and other administrative efforts associated 
with the project. 
 
Task 2 – Stakeholder Engagement 
 
This task involves periodic meetings with a task force of staff and stakeholders engaged to 
provide end-user input to the project at key milestones, and presentations on project progress 
at key milestones during public meetings of the District’s Water Resources Advisory Committee. 
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Task 3 – Data and Information Audit 
 
This task involves identifying the stakeholders who have a role in managing and/or using data 
and information that addresses and/or relates to water supply and demand. Once identified, an 
audit will be performed to determine what data and information is used/needed, how it is used 
and how it is currently collected, stored, analyzed and reported. 

Task 4 – Data and Information Management System Alternatives Analysis and Selection 

This task involves working with the stakeholders to identify alternatives for how to better 
collect, store, analyze and report the data and information for the various needs; analyze and 
rank those alternatives; and select a preferred approach. 

Task 5 – Develop Data and Information Management System 

This task involves setting up the system, populating it with relevant data and information, 
training relevant staff to operate and maintain the system, and providing appropriate 
documentation/procedures for operating and maintaining the system over time. 
 
Task 6 – Develop Reporting Tools 
 
This task involves creating automated analysis and reporting outputs for recurring needs such 
as updates to the Master Water Report, Water Planning Area conditions and project status 
summaries, land use capacity for additional housing and accessory dwelling units, and water 
system resiliency. It would also include providing appropriate documentation/procedures for 
operating and maintaining the tools over time. 
 
Task 7 – Update the Master Water Report 
 
This task involves applying water duty factors to current and projected future land uses to 
generate demand projections or pulling the analysis from reports that are annually generated; 
analyzing current and future supplies available to meet the demands or pulling the analysis 
from reports that are regularly updated; identifying projects and programs that are being 
implemented; identifying projects and programs to address any deficiencies; integrating the 
Regional Water Infrastructure Resiliency Plan (RWIRP) and updating any other narrative.  It is 
anticipated that the deliverables for this task would be in the form of the reporting tools 
developed in the prior task. 
 

Exhibits 

A – Water Planning Areas 

B – Additional Information 

C – REAP Grant Application and MOU  
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